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of  one’s  interior  spaces  of  affective  think-














walking,  sucking,  swimming,  or  crawling. 
Life  is patterned – rather  than dependent on 
singular “stimulus”-“response” relationships. 
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pure ornament,  i.e., an abstract  form, and not  in 
the subsequent stylization of  the natural object. 


























Figure 1. The birth of the minimal ornament
A  B  C
Figure 2. Creating the field – ornament 
emerging from combination of features 
(Jones, 1856, p.190)
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Ceilings  as  places  for  ornamentation  are 






















Figure 3. Ceiling ornament in an Ancient Egyptian tomb (A) and in a 20th century public 
building (B)
A B
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the  natural  clouds  and  cultural  decorations 
of  ceilings.  Such  holistic  patterning  of  our 
perceptual environment is obvious in every-
thing that surrounds us – architecture, textiles, 
wallpaper,  monuments,  etc.  They  are  also 










Tension within the exaggerated 






















  Differences  in  the  trajectories of  resolv-
ing  the  tension between PLAIN (non-A) <> 
FANCY (hyper-A) in the construction of the 
exteriors  of  the  building  between  different 
European societies – Spain, Italy, the Nether-
lands – demonstrate  the prevailing need  to 
strategically  regulate  the  activity  fields  of 


















  The  tension can  lead also  to an opposite 






growing of A 
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build-up of symbols – on the hyper-exagger-



















out  –  “the  jumble  is  the message”  (Leach, 
2000, p. 126) – yet which message, for whom, 
















time  ornaments  create  an  inescapable  field 
structure. Anybody  who  is  passing  by  the 
house depicted in Figure 6 – without any goal 
of carefully examining the pattern – necessar-








from enveloping  the child completely  in  the 
musical environment. Furthermore –  the di-
Figure 5. A “frantic” cathedral – Santiago de 
Compostela
Figure 6. Side ornament of a house – Santiago 
de Chile
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Temporal structure of 
ornamented activity settings
The  use  of  ornaments  in  situated  activity 
contexts gives us a picture of ground/figure 





















Figure 7. Strategic locations of ornaments in a situated activity setting (a generic example)
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decorations  is  surrounded  by  such  signs  – 
hence keeping  the person within  the field – 











Figure 8. An entrance to a building in 
Dresden
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the immediate next future event in life. Based 


















































  The  sign-mediated  field  of  feelings  can 
reach  the highest  level of hyper-generaliza-
tion at Level 4. This entails  the emergence 
of  feeling  fields  that  overtake  the  person’s 
psyche in its totality. The person “just feels” 
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How development happens – or: On 
the importance of wallpaper
Ontogeny involves weaving together the pat-
terned flow of encounters with  the  textured 








Figure 9. Levels of affective fields (from Valsiner, 2007, p. 312)
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and  the decision was made  to use  left-over 
paper to cover the children’s bedroom walls. 












glyphs whose meaning escaped me completely but 
which, I felt, must signify something very wise 
and interesting. And I would stand by the wall 
for hours on end, reading and rereading what 
was written there.  (Kovalevskaya, 1978, p. 215, 
added emphasis)
That this kind of encounter with the patterns 




to play chess. Then, unexpectedly carried away 
by his own thoughts, he would initiate me into 
the secrets of the various economic and social 










ing it – and about many other things which were 
quite unintelligible to me and yet seemed mysteri-
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